Morphological study on a case of canine hepatic nodular fibrosis.
Hepatic nodular fibrosis occurred in an 8-year-old male Papillon dog. Fibrous nodules, consisting of broad bands of collagen fibers, spindle cells, and lipofuscin-laden foamy macrophages, were well-circumscribed and frequently linked up with the portal areas. Because the spindle cells were positive for desmin and/or alpha-smooth muscle actin, they might be Ito cells or myofibroblasts. These results suggest that both the spindle cells and macrophages play an important role in the pathogenesis of hepatic nodular fibrosis, which might arise from the portal area.